RHINOSCOPIC CLINIC
The introduction of the nasal endoscope for use in nasal and nasopharyngeal exams gave the rhinologist the ability to inspect previously difficult to visualize areas in the nasal recesses and posterior nasal airway.
An important vascular area thought to be responsible for posterior nasal bleeding was described by Woodruff in 1949. 1 He described a predominantly venous plexus in the posterior nasal mucosa located in the posteroinferior meatus beneath and posterior to the inferior turbinate. The vasculature in this area can extend toward the nasopharynx and torus tubarius ( figure, A) , and inferiorly toward the nasal floor, choana, and nasopharyngeal surface of the soft palate ( figure, B) . This area became known as Woodruff's area or Woodruff's plexus and has been described more recently as predominantly a vascular plexus of thin-walled veins. 2 The clinical importance of endoscopic evaluation of this vascular plexus is in the ability to control posterior nasal bleeding sites under direct telescopic visualization. 3 
